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What it Takes to Graduate from High School

Getting into college starts with graduating from high school. However, depending
on the type of school you want to attend, it is important to know what types of

classes to take, the grades necessary, and any other additional requirements beyond

what'’s required for high school graduation. Here is the basics:

o High School
g 2| Graduation & 4-Year Public Universities | Selective 4-Year Private
a2 2 Community in Washington Colleges & Universities
Colleges
4 English 4 English 4 English
3 Math (Algebra 1 & | 3 Math (Algebra 1, & above | 3-4 Math (Algebra 1 &
above) plus senior year math-based | above to pre-calculus or
2 Science (1 lab) quantitative course) statistics)
% 3 Social Science 2 Science (2 labs) 3-4 Science (labs
( 1Arts 3 Social Science recommended)
& | 2Health &Fitness | 2 World Language 3-4 Social Science
:: 1 Occupational 1 Arts (including
Education U.S. History)
4 Electives 3-4 World Language
+ Arts & Challenging
Electives
— High School and — High school graduation — High school graduation
Beyond Plan or equivalency or equivalency
g — Washington State | — Minimum 2.75-3.00 GPA — Competitive GPA
‘E_ History — No D’s or F’s in classes — Mostly A'sand B's
2 — State — SAT or ACT — SAT, ACT, or portfolio of
Assessments work (usually)
T Additional coursework and — Honors, AP, IB or college
T other factors may increase credit courses when
g likelihood of admission available
£ — Extracurriculars or
g special achievement
o

NOTE: Districts may have local requirements. Students and parents should check
with school counselors for additional requirements for graduation.

Sources: The Washington State Board of Education & The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
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What does it take

to graduate?
Visit Everett Public
Schools’ Graduation
site to explore the
Graduation Toolkits!
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Students who take challenging or rigorous courses in high school are more likely to succeed in

college.

Source: Reclaiming the American Dream



http://www.bridgespan.org/Publications-and-Tools/Education/Section1/Reclaiming-the-American-Dream.aspx#.Us8c1RD9zfi
https://twitter.com/EPSNaviance
http://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-85394/HSPG%20FINAL%2020170203.pdf
http://www.everettsd.org/domain/2687
http://www.everettsd.org/domain/2687
mailto:naviance@everettsd.org
mailto:naviance@everettsd.org
http://www.sbe.wa.gov/graduation.php#.VXdSVpPGqaJ
http://k12.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx

Myth Buster Student Checklist

| Create/update your 4-year plan using the Course
Planner tool in Naviance to see how many credits you

MYTH: Taking the easiest courses have and plan your future classes.

the high school offers will boost courses manage my course plans

your GPA and help you get into

college. | Check out Naviance Enrichment Programs for summer
opportunities!

REALITY: colleges enrichment programs

College admissions officers ) )
_|Use SuperMatch Naviance to explore college options and

personalize your search!
colleges SuperMatch™ college search

understand the difference between
anAinaneasyclassandaBina

more challenging class.

Family Checklist

| Talk with your student about the importance of
coursework and activities for next year.

| Use the Course Planner tool in Naviance to plan the
remaining years in high school.

The most rigorous or challenging
courses offered in a typical high
school are honors and Advanced
Placement or AP classes. In general,

itis better to take advanced courses  Ifyou are unsure out planning courses or want to discuss
and work hard than take easy post-secondary options, set up a meeting with the school
classes and put in little effort. counselor and/or Career and College Specialists.

There is a big difference between

meeting high school graduation
1'LCheck Student

=4 Online Grades Here!

requirements and taking classes
that colleges expect to see on your
transcript. Be sure to check out the

colleges in Naviance that you are
considering and check the
requirements.

Source: NS College Consulting
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Visit to learn more and access resources to help your child make a plan.



http://readysetgrad.org/
http://www.nscollegeconsulting.net/NSCollegeConsultingBlog/college-myth-9-students-should-take-the-easiest-courses-offered-to-maximize-their-gpa#.VXdb8JPGqaI
http://www.everettsd.org/Page/4701
http://www.everettsd.org/Page/4701

